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Still Breathing is still breathtaking
editor-306 13 July 2006

Still Breathing

Combining eccentricity with serendipity, Still Breathing is still, almost ten years after it
was first released, one of the best fate-filled and wistfully magical love stories of all time.
Take one somewhat unusual street performer who is mystically drawn towards his soul
mate - a hardened con artist miles away, and then back their journey towards, away and
towards one another with a gorgeous soundtrack that moves effortlessly from Chopin to
Carly Simon, and you've got one very touching if not markedly unique story. Fraser is
great as the slightly odd lovestruck suitor as is Going, who clearly portrays her struggle
with losing the grip on her tough anti-emotion veneer as it starts to crumble under
Fraser's enticing conviction. The lovely locale of San Antonio, TX also adds to the charm
of this special film that will leave you wondering if one soul is truly destined to be,
exclusively, with another.
17 out of 18 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes
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Deep meaning flowing through it - Excellently cast
kirkham-1 15 June 2004

If you are not a sensitive guy - don't bother. Otherwise, this film is a treat. You must see
the film in its entirety or you will not get it. Super casting job - I do not know of any
others who could have handled the parts so well. A true look beyond the superficial
plastic sides of characters we usually see. A truly pleasing experience to watch. Brendan
Frasier and Joanna Going have much more going for them then the typical fluff of
Hollywood types and this movie displays their depth well. Celeste Holm is enchanting and
the supporting cast add much color and flavor.
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a list of 29 titles
created 31 Aug 2018

Celeste Holm
13 out of 14 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes
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The best Truth/Love screenplay that's ever been written?

a list of 29 titles
created 13 Nov 2017

galileo 16 July 2003

I'm blown away by this screenplay. It's the best modern movie about "true love" I've
seen. The emotional depth portrayed in the characters is explosive yet classic. Marry that
with incredible cinematographic images and a wonderfully eclectic, sophisticated
soundtrack, and you've got the ingredients to a contender for my short list of all-time
favorites. As you can tell by this over the top reccomendation, this movie's got the kind
of overboard sentimentality that inspires the same in me!
15 out of 17 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes
Report this | Permalink
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It's so unbelievably probable that you want it all to happen - for a real
dream!
ruby_fff 11 June 2001

Like most people who discovered STILL BREATHING - written, directed, and produced by
James F. Robinson, I chanced upon this fantasy of a film while checking out Cable
programs. The beginning sequence just kept me curious and wanting to know more,
what's going to happen to the two main characters and so on. At the time, I just saw
Brendan Fraser in "Blast From the Past" opposite Alicia Silverstone, and appreciated
Joanna Going's role in another small gem, "Eden" (1997, written and directed by Howard
Goldberg), as a wife-teacher-mother who has Multiple Sclerosis. STILL BREATHING has
magic, and it's so relaxingly delightful!
You might say it's quirky, or want to dismiss it as mere fantasy romance. But if you
believe - as the film suggests, fate takes a hand in the destined arrangement of two
persons being together. The pairing of Brendan Fraser (as Fletcher, the goofy but smart,
11 out of 12 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes No
always a sincere aura about him) and Joanna Going (as the aloof, vulnerable and
hesitating
is a godsend unlikely possible couple. James F. Robinson's writing is just
Report this |Ros)
Permalink
right, and his direction is right on. Kudos to October Films for distributing such a
wonderful
'small'
greatly satisfying and enjoyable. It's a surprise gem.
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Joanna Going's Ros seems perfect opposite Fraser's Fletcher. It's matchless casting!
6
out of 6 found
this helpful.
Was this Creative.
review helpful?
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writing.
Imaginative.
WhatYes
a love
No and destiny story. Ah, Fletcher and
Ros. (I'm repeating myself.)
Report this | Permalink

The supporting cast proves to be just as delightful: Celeste Holm as Fletcher's
grandmother
10/10
Ida who has versatile talents; Lou Rawls is the Tree Man who plays music;
Ann Magnuson is Ros' social pal Elaine; Michael McKean is a momentarily rich business
man. Yes, the menu
includes classical
tune
played by a jazz band, puppet show to cheer
Inexplicably
overlooked
romantic
comedy
wiluxe-2
28
March
2005
a young child, stones stacking as an art, slide projections with 'geographical' touches,
endearing hints of black & white flashes. There is wisdom of love, or love legend a-telling
I saw this at it's premiere in Austin at SXSW a few years ago--Joanna Going sat two
It's San Antonio, Texas vs. L.A. city scene - which place would you choose? Depends on
seats over from me in the balcony at the Paramount on Congress Avenue in Austin--and
whom you'd be with - or shall we leave it up to fate?
the audience loved it. Brendan Fraser is pretty charming in the lead. I was surprised by
the cameos: what's-his-face, Lou Rawls, as a street musician; and what's-her-name, who
The soundtrack and sound effects contribute to the whole enjoyment of STILL
played Fraser's mom (I don't have the cast list handy). An "OLD Hollywood" icon. Anyway
BREATHING. Check it out. Leave skepticism aside. Don't miss a beat.
the plot is pretty unique, but maybe the main plot device could have been more clearly
explained right off; I knew what was happening only because the director said what was
happening in his opening remarks to the Paramount audience. The producer, a tall blonde
BABE in a very lovely dress, gave me a CD of the soundtrack as I was leaving; I told her
I thought the film was great and that I hoped she'd make a lot of money off it. She
sighed and said she hoped so too.
9 out of 10 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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Beautiful, spellbinding
pzylik 21 November 2003

I can't remember how I came across this unheard-of movie a few years ago, but I am a
fan of Brendan Fraser and so I settled back to watch it. I'd never heard one little thing
about this movie before, and I was so pleasantly surprised with the whole experience.
There was a quiet magic about the whole story. It was a beautiful, peaceful, serene
experience just to watch the relationship develop and to enjoy those stunning scenic
shots. When the movie ended I felt so relaxed and refreshed! Some months later I had a
chance to watch it again, and once again it was like a calming meditation. "Beautiful" and
"Magical" are the only two words coming to mind to describe this movie. It's excellent,
and I recommend it highly if you're in the mood for something sweet and peaceful that
will make you feel much more alive afterwards. I give it 8 out of 10. Wonderful movie.

9 out of 10 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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hot, hot, hot!!!

meerelda21 4 October 2007

Oh, my GOD!!!! For years, I've had a thing for Brendan. This movie sealed the deal. He is
too hot for words in this flick!!! The chemistry between the players is freakin' amazing!!
My poor hubby searched high and low on the internet to find a copy of this for me, and
fortunately, when our house was robbed last Christmas, they left my all time fave movie.
I don't care just how "hardened" you may have become in the dating world...this movie
will remind you what romance is all about. Being a Texas with a heart felt fondness for
San Antonio doesn't hurt, either. Ladies...I guarantee that after this movie, your night will
be filled with pleasant and slightly naughty dreams....especially the wife beater, personal
serenity device...and OHMYGOD....the slide show scene. AHAHHHHHHHHHHH!!!! Trust
me, it's a gooder!!!! You'll love it!
5 out of 5 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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Beautiful

Buffycar 1 December 2003

I absolutely LOVED this movie. The way it was filmed was so beautiful. It made me want
to visit Texas. I was thrilled to see Joanna Going. She was on a soap opera I used to
watch a looooong time ago. She is as beautiful as ever. The characters are believable.
Joanna Going's character, Roz, is a con artist but instead of disliking her you feel
sympathy for her. I would watch this movie again and again. The music weaves
throughout the film and makes you feel good.
7 out of 8 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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For romantics only.
=G= 9 March 2002

With "Still Breathing", Robinson takes a risky but brave approach to romantic
comedy/light-drama with a dreamy concoction of unlikely bedfellows, quirky characters,
implausibilities, capriciousness, paranormal events, art, and romance. Fraser plays a
Texas street performer who seeks out the girl of his dreams (literally) in Los Angeles, a
hard-hearted and cynical scam-artist (Going). Viewers will have to shut down the left
side of their brains and just go with it to appreciate this fairy tale flick. Those who do
may find pleasingly romantic metaphors in piling rocks, stories about windows, and other
stuff which left-brainers would deem nonsense. Different enough for a look.
3 out of 3 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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Excellent Move

fusionjazz1 16 June 2007

I was channel surfing one Saturday afternoon in '05 and fell into the last half of this film.
I was hooked! I called a store manager of Blockbuster to help me find this movie for
purchase in all their stores back in '05 and she had one VHS left on the sales shelf. There
are no more reprints of this for retail sale unfortunately. After watching the movie in its
entirety, it was heartwarming. Truly a 'feel good' movie to cheer you up. This movie is
beautifully done. The scenes and story line just flows wonderfully to blend into a great
story line. Excellent direction from beginning to end. Finally, a movie with a great ending!
Joanna Going and Brendan Fraiser are great together. It's one of my favorites. It touches
the heartstrings. It may see like a chic-flick but guys would enjoy this too. The mystery
and comedic aspects throughout make it lightheartedly touching to watch. The whole

concept of how to find your true love has always been a mystery. This movie touches
upon that. If only men do find their true love this way it would make a great reality-TV
series.
(LOL)
is excellent.
a shame
they stopped printing this
5 out of 6
foundThe
this SOUNDTRACK
helpful. Was this review
helpful?It's
Yes
No
movie for retail sale. (http://stillbreathing.com/) They really should re-release this and
Report
this |ofPermalink
sell more
the DVDs (at a reasonable price). It's too excellent of a movie to sit on a
shelf or sell on the streets. Now and then cable movie channels air this but it's rare. If
10/10
you get
an opportunity to watch this movie, it is indeed, a true treasure of a film. I highly
recommend it.

My All Time Favorite Movie
ErinGoBragh2000 17 April 2007

I love this movie and have been hoping it would come out on DVD. I have been waiting
for a few years now. There are some used ones listed on Amazon, but I doubt they are
true copies. I actually have the VHS, but I want it on DVD before my VHS degrades
completely. I also wish they would play it more often on TV. If anyone reading this has
any say in the possibility of coming out on DVD, you have my vote. It blows me away
when I see true losers on DVD, but then have such a great movie neglected. The first
time I saw the movie, it was playing on HBO, I think I watched every showing of it until
they quit playing it. It is totally a feel good movie. It's about the innocence, and trust of a
sweet natured man has against the jaded con-woman who is trying to run a scam on
him. It has a mystical bent, which I really enjoy. I am a huge Brendan Fraser fan, there
have only been a couple movies he's done that I really think stink. I highly recommend
seeing this film, although one might consider it a chick flick, my husband really likes it
too.
2 out of 2 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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Could you just die in that ivy?
theRowan-2 16 February 1999

I thought that this movie was even worth a 9. Scary, huh? The locations were fantastic, it
was well researched and the plot was decent. The casting was really good in this movie.
Going is new to the scene but I would expect her in more film in the future. And Fraser
has the look of that unusual "cracker ball" look. I thought it was worth telling your friends
about this cute romantic w/ a twist.
3 out of 4 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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unique movie

ramirezlugardo 27 October 2002

The logic of the true love is braking the walls between the standard way of living and the
wish for filling a peace of the soul, if there is something in the world that can be worth, is
to find it. The movie was made for people with very high sensibility, and the real message
could be unprovided for others. Thanks to the producers of this film.
2 out of 3 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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Fantastic movie

debdshaw60 5 August 2018

Brendan Fraser could read a phone book to me and I'd die happy. He has a beautiful
voice. He has a magical chemistry with his costars and with the camera. He exudes
innocence, gentleness, and good humor. Celeste Holme is stunning and perfectly cast.
I just love this film.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes
Report this | Permalink

No
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You can help get the STILL BREATHING DVD reissued and SB on iTunes
jfrobinson 28 December 2008

For some reason this film is impossible to get on DVD (director's cut) and is not on
iTunes. For some reason STILL BREATHING has been overlooked by those that control
distribution, despite the demand for DVDs and downloads. Universal Home Video controls
the DVD distribution and Focus Features is the films original distributor (under its
previous name, October Films). Writing a old-fashioned letter is the most powerful way to
make your voice heard. You can help by contacting the following:
Universal Home Entertainment: http://www.universalstudios.com/contact_form.php?
email_id=39 818-777-1000 10 Universal City Plaza Universal City, CA 91608 USA
Focus Features: press@filmfocus.com 818-777-1000 100 Universal City Plaza Universal
City, CA 91608 USA
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

iTunes: 408-996-1010 1 Infinite Loop, Cupertino, CA 95014, USA
Report this | Permalink
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good acting + great score = solid flick
tlopesio 31 May 2007

This is hands down the best performance from Brendan Fraser EVER. He makes his "odd"
character likable and charming, which was a big surprise...he's usually way too over the
top for me. The movie has some slow moments (like most of the scenes involving Joanna
Going's character and a Spanish dude, and some other girl who always shows her
cleavage) but other than that the flick flows nicely. It's pretty low budget, but the score
really makes you feel like you're watching a bigger movie - the score helps many
moments in the film. The best thing about the movie is how it handles love and romance,
which is done in a very subtle, methodical fashion that makes you really understand and
associate with the characters. Highly recommended if you're in the mood for a different
type of romantic comedy.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

Surrender to this movie and believe.
beachrat-1 11 June 2005

For those thinking this is a chick flick, my partner brought this to me because it
resonates with our story so strongly. And he is a gun-totin', beer-drinkin', crude & rude
redneck. Sometimes it does happen that there's an amazing connection between people
who belong together but can't necessarily believe it, because of personal histories and all
of the paraphernalia of "real life". And it takes one person to believe all the time, or two
people each to believe enough of the time, to carry them through the parts where you
just have to *trust* the other person and take the leap. That's really what this movie is
about, to us, and it captures all of that just perfectly.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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it took my breath away
beanmak 11 August 1999

George of the Jungle as a romantic leading man? I would have moved into a tree just to
look into those eyes before I die. Joanna Going was wonderful as a cynic vexed by love.
And how about that sound track? The last few romantic movies I have been to had sound
tracks that were obtrusive. This one was lush and subtle!!
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes
Report this | Permalink

No
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Best romance between two straight people I've seen.
pyotr-3 4 August 1999

Utterly beautiful from start to finish. This film is not for the hopelessly cold and
unromantic, but for the rest of us it is Nirvana. Brendan Fraser's heart is as warm as the
San Antonio sun in this movie, and he shows us all just how beautiful life - and love - can
be. There is inspired use of Chopin's "Berceuse" throughout the movie, and it casts a
magical spell over everything and everyone. If you need a film to make you FEEL GOOD,
this is it.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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I'm a romantic, and I liked it.
ross-19 22 July 1999

sometimes you just have to love pay-tv for letting you see movies that you would
otherwise never see in theaters or on video. I was just flipping by when I saw Joanna
Going (who is really a babe on top of being a good actress) and Brendan Fraser necking
in her living room, and I was hooked.
Maybe I'm just a mushy romantic, geek but I liked both the story and the acting. I loved
the whole bit on trying to find your true love, and how you have to admit to being worthy
of finding it. Like that other guy said, the casting and locations were just great. The
harshness of LA and the humid, languid beauty of Texas fitted the mood of the film
greatly.
Did I mention that Joanna Going (who I first saw in Wyatt Earp) is a great actress and a
babe as well?
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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I'm glad I rented this movie.
ramona-10 23 June 1999

I don't recall this film being released in movie theaters. I decided to rent it because I am
a big Brendan Fraser fan and figured it must be a direct-to-video lightweight romantic
comedy giving me the opportunity to gaze upon the gorgeous Mr. Fraser. But this movie
made a big impression on me.
I think the film has all of the elements to become a cult classic, in the same way "Harold
and Maude" did in the 1970s and "Somewhere in Time" did in the 1980s. Why? Because
it deals with a person's total and unconditional belief in something. At the start of the
movie I wasn't buying it. I felt that Fletcher's character was studied eccentricity. But
when I saw how completely he believed in his one true love--hopping a plane to Taiwan,
no questions asked--I wanted to see more.
One of the things I liked so much about the movie was that I did not feel manipulated.
The tone of the movie is such that you and you find yourself drawn in. Like Roz, most of
the moviegoing public are cynics and would fight tooth and nail before letting go and
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes No
enjoying the ride.
Report this | Permalink

There are images that stay with you from the movie. Roz' apartment, which looked so hip
before
9/10she visits San Antonio, looks clinical and empty when she returns home. And there
are lines--"Whose eyes do you want to look into when you are dying...."

Dreams can come true!
Foos 5 June 1999

Still Breathing is one of those rare films. A film with a heart, that treats the audience as if
they have a brain. The film allows the protagonist (Going)and the audience to discover
the truth at the same time. There are dream sequences and moments within the film are
poignant without becoming clawing. Fraser is solid as is Going and the solid cast. Celeste
Holm is wonderful as is almost everything about this movie. A neat discovery in the video
store!

1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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Texans, art, seduction and True Love
iain-6 23 March 1999

I'm way out of step with the critics I've read on this one. Syrupy, sugary are words that
just don't come to my mind. I'd settle for sweet, perhaps, in a very positive sense. I love
this movie. I love Joanna Going.
Perhaps I see this differently because I know so many Texan artists (yes, even ones who
build monuments), and I see a purity to their art which Brendan Fraser's character
touches with accuracy and sensitivity. Art is a passion which glows in both Fraser and
Going, in radically different ways, grounded as they are in San Antonio and LA.
Each time I see the movie, I catch a new nuance. The fear in Going's eyes when she
recognizes her dream. Fraser's "dead inside" comment that shows how much he really
_does_ understand what's going on. Fraser's "drive real fast" speech which is perfect
Texas. The drawing, at the end, that shows the art hasn't been burned out of Going's
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes No
soul. Everything Lou Rawls says (there isn't much). And the final phrase of her last
voiceover,
Report
this | which
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puts her choices into perspective.
The ivy.
6/10
The
impromptu
performance art of the slide projector and Going's body shows the depth
Barely
breathing
jackjack-2
5 October 2001
of both characters,
as well as being one of the most sensual non-nude scenes I've seen.
For all its flaws, it still is a movie worthwhile to watch. The viewer has to live with a plot
The style and feel of San Antonio is perfect. So alien to Going's character... another
that is unrealistic. But accepting the plot, the movie has its moments though it plods
reason I think I disagree with the critics; the seduction _would_ be slow, and more
along. The opening scenes are somewhat incomprehensible and it is not until the end
lasting.
that there is a glimmer of what the opening scenes are about and the viewer has to be
quick to catch it.
This is a laid-back, slow moving movie, with a magic between two unrelenting opposites
of great character, played by two very sensitive actors, unusual enough to be several
I felt comfortable with the characters. Unlike most characters today, they were classy.
rungs above a typical romantic comedy.
Even though Joanna Going plays a gold digging artist, she acts like a lady. One thing
about this movie that makes viewer comfortable is that the dialog is clean. There is no
offensive and demeaning language and there is no nudity or sex to spoil the ambience.
One good thing about the movie was that it is a movie about a classic romance which no
longer is a subject of movies today which have to be dirty.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

One good scene was when Going gets rid of a rich pest. It was very funny and a scene
Report
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remember. But at the end the movie really falls apart even though the
ending was what one hoped for. But the ending is badly done, not fulfilling, implied rather
than10
explicit.
All too often the movie was vague.
/10
Celesteyou
Holm
was dreamed
a delight inof
the
movie.
Going
was adequate in her role but she showed
Have
ever
your
true
love?
swingheil77
Augustmake
2001 her a star. Brendon Frasier played a different role than he
nothing that16would

usually plays. It was hard to realize he was not a villian because that is his usual role and
At the beginning of the movie I was a little worried. It seemed very odd, yet as the movie
it took a few minutes to realize that he was going to be the good guy for once.
picked up it got more & more interesting. With the increase of romantic comedies
revolving around sex, this is romantic on a new level.
This movie brings to life the fantasy of uniting with the one person who is supposed to be
with you. Although Brendan Fraser plays an especially eccentric character, you really
begin to enjoy him as the movie continues as does Ros (played by Joanna Going). This
movie is extremely enjoyable.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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Holds out hope that the right one for you is still out there
Nimbo 28 October 1999

I give this a ten. It just makes you feel good. Joanna is an eyeful and Brendan is at his
best. That young man is an ACTOR. I thought his underplaying the part made it all seem
the more real. He was a little daffy but then aren't all artists. What a thoroughly

enjoyable evening. The equal to 'City of Angels'.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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WHAT A GREAT DREAM....
howelly 4 October 1999

Thats the best way to describe the movie. It's almost like one of those dreams you don't
want to wake up from, because it makes you so happy. Thats was this movie is all about.
Maybe things like this happen in real life and if they do, I want it to happen to me. Fraser
once again give a great performance, Ms. Going is beautiful and just as talented as she is
beautiful. The movie might not have worked so well as it did, if it were not for the
chemistry they two of them shared in this film. It's funny at times, little sad at times, but
it always entertains. I really don't believe much in love, but the movie makes me almost
think that there might be a thing called love. I love this movie, I was really surprised to
find out that this movie was so terrific, the ivy that you'll see in the movie is so gorgous.
If it comes on cable and your home watch the movie, or go rent it. It will be the best
decision you've made when it comes to trying to figure out what to watch on a Tuesday
or Thursday night....DID I MENTION THAT I LOVED THIS MOVIE.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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all 9's for me

barkus 26 September 1999

What a total surprise! This movie was fascinating. The hypnotic pace, the great locations,
kooky characters, and enough suspense to keep my stomach churning throughout the
film. Fraser portrayed a tremendously likeable character. Such confidence. This character
is a great role model.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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BARELY BREATHING

SUNDANCE-30 20 August 1999

This film left me BARELY BREATHING. It's been a long time since I've seen a romantic
movie I loved as well as this one. Most of the big name, Hollywood flicks can't stand up
against this charming, independent gem. STILL BREATHING has soul and not fluff. There
is magic in the cinematography, directing, music, acting, setting; need I go on. All these
combine to draw you into a world of love, interest, and mystery. It will go on my shelf
next to A Room With a View, Much Ado About Nothing, Hitchcock's Rebecca, and Out of
Africa.
1 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

4/10

A weak attempt at a fairy tale romance
KB-21 1 March 1999

'Still Breathing' was marred by tedious pacing, forced characters (I could have lived my
whole life without seeing Brendan 'Encino Man' Fraser play with marionettes), and a story
so threadbare it doesn't even wash as a fairy tale. One senses that the plot got resolved
when it did only because the director looked at his watch and realized how long the
movie was getting. Harmless, prettily shot, and OK if you're so into the whole puppiesand-kitties moon-June-spoon romance ideal that you have NO standards whatsoever, but
as a film for normal people to watch, pretty mediocre.

5 out of 15 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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More than just a Chick-flick
artzau 23 March 2003

This little film makes a simple statement about the much touted "family values" that
Conservatives love to invoke. In many respects, this should be a silly comedy based on
fantasy and wispy romantic premises: con girl meets honest guy is overwhelmed by
simple honesty and gives up her predatory life style. However, what makes it work are
solid performances by Fraser and Going. Fraser has developed a real flair for comedy in
his career. Too, Going has a delicate beauty and solid talent, which she showed off to
great display in the TV miniseries NetForce in contrast to Scott Bakula's hamboning. All in
all, this simple romantic fantasy works and is very enjoyable.
2 out of 4 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

10/10

The movie was ethereally beautiful
hazelh0814 25 January 2014

The soundtrack was what totally melted me on this one. The soundtrack was what carried
the entire movie and chemistry. Add to that the special reference to the local legend of
the church in San Antonio Texas. Joanna Going is beautiful. She reminded me so much of
Alyssa Milano and Shannen Doherty on the early years of Charmed (tv series). I just
wished the movie used the long hair she had in the poster. But most important of all was
Brendan Fraser's face and biceps. Nobody else could have pulled off Fletcher's character
more than Brendan ever could. I'm glad this movie was done during Brendan Fraser's
heyday! Viva La 90s! Some critics (or cynics I may say)complained about the lack of
chemistry between the two actors. But the doubting and quietly brooding beauty of Roz
and the nerdy pseudo macho charm of Fletcher (and the way they kiss) was just quite
the opposite. It was perfect. The ending with the piano sound background felt like it was
in a dream and I didn't want it to end. I loved it. Though it was underrated, it was
actually a good romantic movie.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

10/10

Perfect Valentine's Day Film
davidjanuzbrown 31 August 2012
Warning: Spoilers

0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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An Engaging Film

mpbodul 7 September 2005

I'll watch this wonderful film anytime it comes up on Dish or cable. It was captivating, yet
low key; weird, yet very sane, even with the dreams.
It was the first time I had ever seen Joanna Going - an exceptionally beautiful woman. I
have seen her since in several other films, but she was perfectly cast in this movie.
This low key movie is a very old fashioned film, yet again at the same time, very modern.
It harks back to romantic films of the 30s and 40s, but I can't say which film. It has that
feel.

Brendan Fraser's character's stress on family and his relationship with his grandmother
was something that is sorely lacking in films of today.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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VERY ENJOYABLE

PolySciCo 27 November 2003

I enjoyed this film. Reality intertwined with destiny via "true love".
We have to keep dreaming that love is out there eh?
Actors portrayed parts well and the movie works.
One I'd watch again.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

Do you believe in true love?
Lumiere-5 25 October 2002

Cynics and idiots have dismissed this movie as "unrealistic" or "a boring chick flick." Too
bad. They just don't get it.
This is a romantic comedy in the old style, where a lovable eccentric dreams of his one
true love and goes to seek her out. Naturally, she turns out to be fallen woman with a
heart of gold. Where in the twenties this might have lead to "zany comedy" this is more
like a poem--soft and romantic and sweet. Visually, musically, emotionally it is beautiful-not stunningly beautiful like a sunset, but warm and beautiful and familliar like like a
hidden garden you happen upon for the first time, sure you have dreamt about a place
just like this. We would all like to believe (at least I hope we would) in true love.
The folks who dismiss this movie are like the heroine, Ros: cynical, hard edged and
business like, with no room for dreams or fantasies in their cold cruel realistic worlds. But
in the end Ros gets it. She allows herself to dream and to believe. Pity those morons who
don't.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No
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about "realism." They're about fantasy. This one rocks.

A breath of fresh air
mtnaquarian 24 May 2002

This film is one of beauty. Not only for the amazing scenery but for the actors and
direction as well. Brendan Fraser finds his voice as the eccentric and honest puppeteer
and Joanna Going is impressive in one of her first lead roles. The chemistry between the
two adds authenticity to the interactions between them and exposed emotions that do
nothing short of putting you in their place, their emotional state at the time. The lush,
rich colors of ivy and Texas's gritty breezes are stunning. Add to that a soundtrack that
incorporates everything from jazz to Chopin to Morphine, all of which are used quite
successfully to set the perfect mood/tone. This film is like a vacation, a breath of air if
you will, from all of the special effects-packed blockbusters that fail in the area of plot
and character development. It is so magical you might feel as if you have been dreaming.
I would recommend it to anyone.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

Simple and lovely!

Krister Klementsen 13 February 2002

This is a movie for all those who like movies about love and life! It's simple, and that's
the right way to go! It's not a big Hollywood blockbuster, with unnecessary stuff! It's a
real movie!

It's beautiful, and looks great in my TV!
Joanna Going looks amazing! More of her!!
I give it 10 out of 10!
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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May be Brendan's best

cathexis_belle 13 November 2001

This movie is fabulous! Brendan Fraser gives ones of his most superb performances in
this off-balance romance about the power of love. If you are looking for _Encino Man_ or
_Blast from the Past_, you'll find this film too high-brow. Fraser's character is almost
saintly in his belief of everything right and good while his L.A. love interest provides an
interesting counterpoint with her deviousness and jaded outlook. This may just be my
favorite Brendan Fraser movie!
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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What? I liked a movie with Brendan Fraser
maxwellsham 10 March 2001

I think so many people are going to miss this movie just because it had Brendan Frazer
when he is one of the best reasons to so the movie. He really is nothing like previous
roles and is very subtly funny. This movie does not move very fast and it really is a
character drama in the truest sense of the word but somehow all the things that make
you wonder why? after watching a bad movie make you think yes that was cool after
seeing this one. Everything works and the film is really beautiful and totally original, I
think. In all honesty this movie has helped turn me on to romantic drama just by itself.
Look at the Vote and look at the movie.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

10/10

Fantastic, quirky romance
rosearow 15 September 2000

I am not a big fan of either Brendan Fraser or of romance movies, but I was forced to
watch this at a friend's house one evening, and it surprisingly good. No, no...it was
surprisingly great. It's a very quirky plot, with Brendan's character finding his true love
through his paternal line's gift of telepathy (that only works for finding their true love).
She thinks she'll never find real love, and so makes a living as a scam artist without a
conscience, which is completely different from his very artistic, trusting soul. Believe me,
it works. Find a rainy day sometime soon and rent this.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

9/10

True Romance at its best!
maryehickcox 24 August 2000

Finally, a movie that deals with "true love" and not lust. It is refreshing to see a movie
that offers a unique spin on delayed gratification. Brendan Fraser is splendid as a quirky,
romantic, "knows what he wants" man.

0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

9/10

A Gem

abooboo-2 6 August 2000

The premise - sweet-natured, goofy guy gradually wins over cynical, sophisticated girl has been around a long time, but if you get the right people involved and you're working
with a patient, thoughtful script, it's foolproof. You can't go wrong. "Still Breathing" is a
perfect example of this.
A cool breeze of delicate moments, tender surprises and disarming understatement, it
achieves a magic that clunkers like "Simply Irresistable" can only dream about. It
understands that romantic comedies are all about the hesitations, the silences, the
searching looks - NOT contrived situations and screwball antics.
It also realizes that the actors who are paired have to BELIEVE in the material, in each
other, and aren't just there because their agents thought it would be a good career move.
Brendan Fraser and Joanna Going trust the script completely, they surrender to it. You
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes No
can tell by the offhand, unforced way Fraser says his lines - knowing there's really no
way hethis
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foul them up. And Going; who looks like Winona Ryder, Teri Hatcher and
Alyssa Milano (depending on the angle) shows the emotional turbulence of going from
someone
6/10 who is very sure of herself to suddenly not being very sure about anything at
all. She's lost her innocence, then found it again but it's been so long she's lost it that
she
has flipping
a hard time
recognizing
also great
see veteran actress Celeste Holm
...was
channels
andit.itIt's
caught
my to
eye
chvideo
March
infusing 18
the
film 2000
with her sparkle and intelligence.
Unfortunately I missed the beginning of this film, so I couldn't tell what was going on at
A real pleasant surprise, you just find yourself melting into its gentle rhythms and not
first, but the girl, the gun, the dead guy and the black & white dream sequence caught
wanting it to end.
my eye. After that I was unexplainedly hooked into watching the rest of this film--I
simply could not stop watching it. It was like reading a good book you can't put down.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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It just had to be the ivy!
leina_rose 7 March 2000

I missed "Still Breathing" when it had a three-week run in San Francisco two years ago.
Although I've watched it at least six times on tape, I'm still kicking myself because I
would have loved to experience watching this movie on the big screen. Oh! To be
engulfed by all that ivy...
"Still Breathing" is the first film that I've seen where colour was used so well. Green is
strongly and wisely featured; it's a very calming colour, perfectly fitting the mood of the
film. Ivy plays such an important role here. A definite contrast in feelings was shown
through Roz's wardrobe. When Roz (Joanna Going) is in total control of a situation, she
wears bright colours. In the scenes where she's unsure of what may happen, particularly
the one where she's with Fletcher (Brendan Fraser) and a scam partner at the Formosa,
hours after she skins her knee, and in most of the ones set in San Antonio, she wears
black. Roz's visions, filmed in black and white, are astounding. Three words came to
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes No
mind whenever these scenes came on: The Zone System. That's definitely a good thing.
Report this | Permalink

As for the actors... Brendan Fraser was wonderful and cuddly and gentle and oh-so loving
and
delicious
handsomeinteresting
and so on and so forth. He made sleeping on the piano
Visually
andand
intuitively
hallsan
5 November
seem like
the most1999
comfortable and most natural way to sleep. His Fletcher was so
touching and thoughtful, so goofy and worldly... Joanna Going's beauty is what dreams
If only all romances were so fated, life would be beautiful. Engaging story and nice
are made of. She was luminous and hauntingly ethereal; moonlight, stars, and raindrops.
setting makes for a treat for Brendan Fraser fans. I don't think it went to video or
All those good words. Her portrayal of Roz was simply lovely... The chemistry between
theaters, unfortunately. Catch it on pay cable. I saw it on HBO or Showtime this summer.
the two actors was quite explosive. Not only did they work so well with each other, Fraser
and Going looked beautiful together.
0 out of 0 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

I read a newspaper review that said the story was sexist because it was all about Fletcher
Report this | Permalink
dreaming of his true love and finding her and bringing her back to Texas. I have to
disagree with that review because both characters have visions of each other. When
They
flunked
Chemistry
101.
Fletcher
finds her,
Roz is deeply
troubled by him because he could be something that she

MysticYoYo 11 November 1999

Brendan Fraser and Joanna Going are missing something essential to any good love
story: chemistry. I could not figure out why Fletcher loved Rosalyn, despite the halfbaked explanation we were given. And I didn't see any evidence that Rosalyn loved
Fletcher, let alone even liked him.
Sure, both leads are gorgeous, but so what?
1 out of 7 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink

Absolutely horrible!
angercologist 1 April 2001

What can I say, its a "chic flick," and a horrible one. I watched the whole movie too.
What a plot! And I thought Police Academy 7 was bad. I'd say the worst part of this
movie was when Brendan Fraser's character had these dreams of the girl he goes out
with. Unrealistic, boring and drawn out. Advice if you are about to see this movie:
Rearrange your sock drawer instead.
1 out of 10 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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Tramp teases Texan; manipulates mutt for money; learns lasting lessons
on love
helpless_dancer 23 October 2002

Passable film concerning a cynical woman who dreams of true love while fleecing hand
picked lovers. Mistaken identity leads her on a path of discovery, learning there's more to
life than money and things. Real fiction, not real life.
0 out of 1 found this helpful. Was this review helpful? Yes

No

Report this | Permalink
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